In class poetry and visual evaluation

Identity Crisis
By Monica Holliday
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	You said to be beautiful, 

I had to be thin.

You said to wear that dress,

I needed perfect curves

(Whatever that meant).

You said to drive that car,

I had to have gorgeous eyes.

You said to wear that scent,

I needed flawless skin.

You said in order to get that man,

I had to have long, luscious lashes.

You said to get that job,

I needed big, pouting lips.

You said to succeed in life,

I had to be perfect.

You said to be happy,

I had to conform to all your obsessions.

And now as I lay here,

With my living breath departed,

Looking beautiful against

The creaseless silk of 

My eternal bed,

I ask you why you do this,

Why I died this way,

Trying to exemplify

Perfect.


Selected Response Items (5 %)




           
1. Which best describes the form of this poem?

A. Ballad

B. Elegy

C. Free verse

D. Sonnet
2.     What is the effect of the brackets in the quote: “(Whatever that meant).”(Line 5)?

A. To emphasize the speaker’s passing comment

B. To further explain the imagery described 

C. To separate the topic of curves from cars

D. To set off information of little importance

3.  What literary device is used in the quote: “I had to have long, luscious lashes”     (line 11)?

A. Alliteration

B. Assonance

C. Foreshadowing

D. Onomatopoeia

4. .
Which literary technique is used in the quote: “Looking beautiful against the creaseless silk of my eternal bed” (lines 20-22)?

A. Denotation 

B. Metaphor

C. Personification 

D. Simile 

5. 
What tone is created by the repetition of “you” throughout the poem?

A. Accusatory

B. Doubtful

C. Self-blame

D. Vengeful

6. Identify the theme of the poem “Identity Crisis” by Monica Holliday. Identify and explain two techniques the poet uses to develop this theme. Support your response with a reference for each. (10 %)
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7. Identify the message of the visual and show how, through contrast and focal point, this message is effectively conveyed. ( 5 points)

8. Identify a tone that relates to both the visual and the poem. Provide a reference from each text to support your response. (5 points)

